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absurd when other options could be significantly more advantageous to them as well as to the rest of us; yet, 
what they are creating is no back door for themselves.   
Such a plan for survival, by all means, including brutal violence, force, intimidation and mass detentions, could 
bring serious consequences for themselves, their own people, the people of Ethiopia and the Horn of Africa, as well 
as for western government, donors and other stakeholders. The drastic rules of this state of emergency are 
unsustainable and unenforceable, creating the possibility for an implosion as anger and outrage grow. The 
potential comparison of Ethiopia to North Korea has never been more in sight. Yet, it could also go the way of 
a failed state like Somalia, Yemen, Syria and Libya. 
 
The fault lies with the TPLF/EPRDF; however, the actions of others can make a difference and even possibly alter 
the future for this strategic country. In this regard, we believe US policy, aid, and laws, already in place, could 
be used to hold them accountable.  
 
The same is true of other donor countries and stakeholders, namely the UN, European Union, the United Kingdom, 
Germany, Canada, Sweden, Norway, Australia and others, particularly if there was a more concerted effort 
among these key players to prevent Ethiopia from the unthinkable outcome of descending into ethnic-based 
violence, destruction and instability. Destruction is already spreading. Voices of restraint cannot temper the 
volatility, as there is no avenue for such communication.   
 
Ethiopians have seen a double standard in regard to the approach most donor countries give to Ethiopia as 
compared to “unfavored” countries. Ethiopia’s gross and widespread violations of human rights have been 
overlooked or mildly diplomatically reprimanded while others are treated with far more strength. Such 
treatment is enabling the dysfunctional TPLF/EPRDF to self-destruct when greater accountability could 
perhaps provide “a way” to stop its descent.  
 
Political space is non-existent, particularly under the current State of Emergency, but also due to laws like 
the Charities and Societies Proclamation that has destroyed civil society, or the Anti-terrorism law that has 
criminalized dissent and filled Ethiopian jails and prisons with political prisoners, journalists, religious 
leaders, opposition leaders and democratic voices. No one can deny the electoral controls that resulted in a 
victory for the TPLF/EPRDF of 100% of the seats in parliament.  
 
The TPLF/EPRDF have fomented ethnic divisions, stolen resources, promoted crony capitalism and killed 
many hundreds, if not thousands, of peaceful civilians; yet, there is a stunning lack of meaningful action from 
donors. This is especially concerning, knowing some of these ethnic apartheid policies from a small minority 
of 6% of the population could foster ethnic-based violence unless major players are willing to take action 
before it is too late. We are especially concerned with the welfare of people of their own ethnicity, where the 
perception, not totally correct, is that they have received the benefits of extreme favoritism.  
 
Why embrace Ethiopia as a model of stability, development, good governance, and the rule of law— even 
becoming the peacekeepers in Somalia and South Sudan and hosting refugees— when they have been now 
proven wrong? All this aid money is not working. People can also become desperate, just like the TPLF/EPRDF, 
increasing violence and destruction. The iron-fisted response to the people will backfire and the long-term 
interests of some will be sabotaged by others settling for their own short-term interests. Ethiopia may be at the 
early stages of a future Yemen, Syria and Libya unless concrete intervention is taken and supported. 
 
This requires more than the usual words we here from the US administration, voicing deep concern and hope that 
the TPLF/EPRDF will change, but without concrete action. Instead, it will mean calling on the TPLF/EPRDF to 
minimally take the following actions: 
 

1. Stop killing, crackdown and arresting the people, 
2. Release all political prisoners,  
3. Call off the state of emergency 
4. Open up the Internet, the media and other forms of communication  
5. Repeal the CSO and Anti-terrorism laws 
6. Allow international observers to investigate possible crimes committed in the last few years 
7. Participate in a dialogue leading to the establishment of a transitional caretaker government 



 

 

 
If the TPLF/EPRDF does not respond; stronger actions will be needed— freezing assets and denying travel to 
the US, among other measures. If there still is no compliance, it may be necessary to stop aid to Ethiopia because 
it is the aid that sustains them. The Obama administration and other donor countries take a stand that could 
avert a disaster of larger proportions. Propping up this ethnic apartheid regime so as to continue its tyranny will 
easily lead to instability in the Horn of Africa, but it is also a threat to world peace and security. We ask the donor 
countries to act during this window of opportunity, before it is too late. 
 
In conclusion, the actions of the TPLF/EPRDF have gone too far; making it impossible for them to stay in 
power. The best course of action for them and the people of Ethiopia, especially the Tigrayans, is for them to 
peacefully step down, affirming it is "the end" of their term and in hopes that Ethiopians can recognize some 
of their achievements along with their failures. 
 
We Ethiopians are willing to work together in any way that will bring peace, meaningful reforms, the restoration of 
justice and reconciliation to all the people of Ethiopia. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience. 
 
Yours Sincerely,  
 
Obang Metho       
Executive Director of the SMNE 
910- 17th St. NW, Suite 419 
Washington, DC 20006 USA 
Email: Obang@solidaritymovement.org  
Website: www.solidaritymovement.org  
 
This letter has been CC to:  
Barack Obama, President of the United States of America                      
John Kerry, Secretary of State 
Susan E. Rice, National Security Advisor 
Samantha Power, United States Ambassador to the United Nations       
Grant Harris, Senior Director for African Affairs on the National Security Council 
Linda Thomas-Greenfield, Assistant Secretary of State for the Bureau of African Affairs 
Bob Corker, Chairman of the U.S Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
Edward Royce, Chairman of the House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Christopher Smith, Chairman of the House Subcommittee on Africa 
 
Leaders of Western Governments and Donor Countries  
Angela Merkel, Chancellor of Germany German 
Justin Pierre James Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada 
Theresa Mary May, Prime Minister of the United Kingdom 
Stefan Löfven, Prime Minister of Sweden,  
Erna Solberg, Prime Minister of Norway,  
François Hollande, President of the French 
Mark Rutte, Prime Minister of the Netherlands 
Lars Løkke Rasmussen, Prime Minister of Denmark 
Benjamin Netanyahu, Prime Minister of Israel 
Malcolm Turnbull, Prime Minister of Australia 
John Key, Prime Minister of New Zealand 
Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India 
Shinzō Abe, Prime Minister of Japan 
Park Geun-hye, President, Republic of Korea 
Dr Ban Ki-moon, Secretary-General of the United Nations 
Mr Adama Dieng, Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide 
Dr. Gregory Stanton, President of Genocide Watch 



 

 

John Prendergast, President of Enough Project 
International Crisis Group 
Council on Foreign Relations 
Jews against Genocide 
High Commissioner of the United Nations Human Rights  
International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH)  
International Commission of Jurists International  
Service for Human Rights Protection International  
World Organization Against Torture (OMCT) 
President of Human Rights Watch 
President of Amnesty International 
Permanent Member of the UN Security Council  
President of the African Union 
Head of State Member of the European Union  
President of the European Union Commission  
Member of the European Union Parliament  
Holiness Pope Francis, the Supreme Ponfiff of the Catholic Church; 
Excellency the Archbishop of Canterbury, England; 
 
This letter has also been cc to major news media outlets such as 
Africa Confidential 
Al Jazeera 
BBC 
The Guardian 
New York Times 
Washington Post, 
Wall Street Journal 
Bloomberg News 
MSNBC 
CNN 
REUTERS AFRICA 
The East Africa 
Deutsche Welle Radio 
VOA Amharic 
VOA-English 
ESAT 
 
 


